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Aboriginal Investment NT launches Strategic Investment Plan, unlocking over half a
billion in capital for Aboriginal Territorians

Today, the Northern Territory Aboriginal Investment Corporation announced its rebrand to
Aboriginal Investment NT and launched its 2024-2029 Strategic Investment Plan.

The Plan sets a five-year roadmap to strategically invest and deploy $655 million, with a vision of
driving Aboriginal-led development across the NT and building the wealth and wellbeing of
Aboriginal Territorians.

An NT-based Aboriginal-controlled corporation, Aboriginal Investment NT was established to take
independent control of Aboriginal dollars previously locked up in the federally-controlled Aboriginal
Benefits Account (ABA). The ABA previously faced criticism that these funds were being poorly
invested and underutilised by Canberra-based decision-makers.

Aboriginal Investment NT will use its capital to back Aboriginal organisations, businesses and small
and large-scale investment opportunities in the NT, with a focus on developing income generating
assets so that local Aboriginal communities can meet their own social, economic and cultural
aspirations. Designed by Aboriginal Territorians for Aboriginal Territorians, the corporation is the
first of its kind in the nation.

Under its Strategic Investment Plan, Aboriginal Investment NT will invest capital across two funds:
a Community Ready Fund and Future Fund. These funds will operate together, with distributions to
deliver immediate impact on the ground while also growing a sustainable funding base for current
and future generations.

Chairperson Ms Barbara Shaw, Kaytetye, Arrernte, Warramunga and Warlpiri woman said that
Aboriginal-led investment is the key to unlocking economic prosperity in the NT.

“With more than 50% of the NT's land mass and 85% of its coastline being Aboriginal-owned, the
potential for Aboriginal-led investment is immense,” Ms Shaw said.


http://www.aboriginalinvestment.org.au/
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“Aboriginal culture-based industries are steadily growing. The Aboriginal population is young and
diverse and Aboriginal Territorians are brimming with ideas for their families, communities and
futures.”

Ms Shaw said the Strategic Investment Plan was informed by broad consultation with Aboriginal
people, businesses and organisations across the NT, as well as expert advice and extensive
research to better understand the opportunities for Aboriginal economic empowerment.

“When conducting research into the state of investment in the NT, we found that large investments
often marginalised Aboriginal communities, with decision-making and beneficiaries sitting outside
Aboriginal communities altogether,” Ms Shaw said.

“This Plan marks a pivotal change for Aboriginal Territorians, ensuring our people have the capital
to drive investments with financial and non-financial benefits flowing to our communities, fostering
both immediate and long-term benefits across the region.”

“Never before has there been the capital of this scale to support development that leverages
Aboriginal assets. This is a milestone moment for our people.”

“With Aboriginal Investment NT’s backing, Aboriginal Territorians are now key economic players in
the NT. We are looking forward to seeing the benefits this will bring not just to our people, but to the
entire Territory.”

“Responsibility for deploying our capital previously sat under Ministerial control in Canberra.
Aboriginal Investment NT's new approach will see control shift back to our community here in the
NT".

Ms Shaw said that strong governance and accountability were central to Aboriginal Investment
NT's approach.

“While Aboriginal Investment NT presents a different look and feel, we are the same organisation
just with a fresh and ambitious approach that will deliver better outcomes for Aboriginal
Territorians. We are committed to our people - this will never change”.

The Community Ready Fund has initial capital of $155 million. This will be used to invest in
Aboriginal—led opportunities, as well as to support business and community grants that build local
capacity, drive sector development and deliver meaningful change on the ground.

The Future Fund has initial capital of $500 million and will be invested over the long-term to
generate financial returns and enable future distributions to the Community Ready Fund. Aboriginal
Investment NT has interest from public, private and philanthropic partners to support its work.

“We are eager to attract co-investment opportunities to increase capital and further support to
Aboriginal communities. We welcome commercial partners who share our bold vision of bringing
sustainable Aboriginal investment opportunities to fruition,” Ms Shaw said.


http://www.aboriginalinvestment.org.au/
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For more information on Aboriginal Investment NT and the new Strategic Investment Plan please
visit www.aboriginalinvestment.org.au

ENDS

Media contacts:

Madison West Maia O’'Connor
madison.west@thrivepr.com.au maia.oconnor@thrivepr.com.au
0433583 011 0401215 314

About Aboriginal Investment NT

Aboriginal Investment NT invests in Aboriginal organisations, businesses and small and large-scale
projects across the NT to build wealth and wellbeing for current and future generations. It works in
collaboration with commercial and philanthropic partners who share the bold vision of bringing
sustainable Aboriginal investment opportunities to fruition. Aboriginal Investment NT operates
independently of government and has a Aboriginal-majority Board who come from all corners of
the NT. These Board members bring a wealth of experience, as well as connection to Country,
cultures and community.
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