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Aboriginal Investment NT signs landmark MOU with
Atyenhenge Atherre Aboriginal Corporation (AAAC)

Aboriginal Investment NT and Atyenhenge Atherre Aboriginal Corporation (AAAC)
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) marking the beginning of a
partnership to develop a community-led nation-building project in Ltyentye Apurte
(Santa Teresa).

The MOU was signed on Arrernte Country, Ltyentye Apurte 85km south-east of Alice Springs,
home to about 600 people.

Through Aboriginal Investment NT’s Collective Impact Initiative, Ltyentye Apurte will be able to
access up to $15 million over the next four years to support community-led priorities and create
sustainable economic, social and cultural outcomes.

The Collective Impact Initiative is designed to strengthen the capacity and decision-making
power of Aboriginal Territorians by backing communities to identify, design and deliver long-
term initiatives based on their own priorities.

The MOU establishes how Aboriginal Investment NT and AAAC, representing Ltyentye Apurte,
will work together to develop a Collective Impact Initiative Plan. This planning process will
identify community priorities, build on existing strengths and assets and determine how
investment can deliver lasting benefits for current and future generations.

Nigel Browne, CEQ, Aboriginal Investment NT said:

“History shows partnerships are crucial to advancing Aboriginal self-determination. The
Collective Impact Initiative sets the stage for Aboriginal Territorians to have a voice through
community-led decision making so they can drive development on their own terms. While this
MOU shows the project’s infancy, it signals a two-way commitment to develop a fit-for purpose
project to strengthen cultural, economic and social ties for people living in Ltyentye Apurte. We
are looking forward to travelling on this nation-building journey with AAAC.”



Atyenhenge-Atherre Aboriginal Corporation (AAAC) CEO Ellie Kamara said:

“The AINT partnership has the potential to deliver significant improvement in the infrastructure
and services for Ltyentye Apurte township. The whole community is excited to be a part of this
journey, and ideas are coming through every day. We will aim high, and hope that we can

bring our ideas to fruition.”
Chairman Raymond Palmer Atyenhenge-Atherre Aboriginal Corporation (AAAC) said:

“We are proud to be recipients of the AINT Collective Impact Initiative Grant, and | am

grateful to the AAAC Directors and Management staff for their patience and persistence to help
Ltyentye Apurte Community reach its potential. This exciting partnership holds a huge promise
for the community.

We will take this opportunity seriously to design the best assets and infrastructure which will
lead us into the future for our community. The whole community are excited to be a part of this
journey. We will aim high, and continue to work hard on behalf of Ltyentye Apurte.”

Aboriginal Investment NT called for expressions of interest from Northern Territory Communities
which closed on 1 March 2025. Principles including shared purpose, inclusiveness, community
leadership, organisational readiness, and impact opportunity formed part of the selection
criteria.

EOIs for Round 2 of the Collective Impact Initiative are now open. Learn more.

<ENDS>

About Aboriginal Investment NT

Aboriginal Investment NT (AINT) is the first of its kind: an investor, enabler, catalyst and advocate, designed by Aboriginal
people to enable Aboriginal-led investment and deployment of capital aligned with Aboriginal development priorities.
AINT’s legislative purpose is to progress Aboriginal self-management, self-sufficiency, and social and cultural wellbeing, as
stipulated by the Aboriginal Land Rights Act (NT) 1976. Aboriginal Investment’s vision is for Aboriginal Territorians to have
the agency and resources to make choices and negotiate opportunities to self-determine their own economic, social and
cultural needs, and to live according to their own values and measures of success. AINT’s strategic vision is to grow
Aboriginal money for future generations, strengthen Aboriginal economic, social and cultural systems, build collective
Aboriginal wealth and elevate Aboriginal interests.
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Q&A

Q: How will the money be spent?

A: Ltyentye Apurte will champion how the money will be spent by connecting and building on
existing community assets and services. Aboriginal Investment will co-design projects through
advocacy support, resources and capacity-building to deliver the initiative set out by the
community or homeland.

Q: How much money can successful Collective Impact Initiative candidates access?

A total of $15 million is set to be accessed across the next four years for Ltyentye Apurte,
including an initial $1 million approved for each community to commence planning. Final
funding amounts will be tailored to each community's resident size, location, and
opportunities for collaboration.
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